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When she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings  
Dear Junior School Parents and Girls 
 

World Read Aloud Day 

“World Read Aloud Day is a time for all of us to unite around the joy of sharing stories, revelling in language, words and sounds, 

and creating an inclusive world of possibility that everyone can join into.” 

Pam Allyn – creator of World Read Aloud Day 

 

World Read Aloud Day is celebrated on the first Wednesday in February and took place on 1 February this year. This is a day 

dedicated not just to reading, but to the art and practice of reading aloud. Stories were passed down from generation to 

generation even before writing was invented. Oral forms of storytelling were the earliest way of preserving human knowledge, 

insight, and creativity. This day helps us bring this tradition back to reading while promoting literacy. At the Junior School we 

have hosted many different events this week in which the gift of reading was celebrated in honour of World Read Aloud Day. 

 

A visit from an author 

DSG was abuzz with excitement on Monday when DSG 

alumnae, South African rapper, singer, songwriter, actress, 

and poet, Sho Madjozi, paid us a special visit. She spent time 

inspiring the Senior School girls with stories of her success and 

how walking the DSG corridors and sitting in the classrooms 

prepared her for life beyond High School. She then treated the 

Junior School girls to a reading from her new book, Shoma 

and the Stars, which reminded them of their uniqueness and 

the power that lies within each of them! This visit highlighted 

how you are never too old to listen to a story been read or told 

as we watched our Grade 6s and 7s spellbound as Sho Madjozi 

turned the pages and shared the story of her new book.  

 

 

3 February 2023 
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Message from Mrs Jennings -  continued   
Grade 0F and 0G Paired Reading 

A wonderful tradition and highlight for our Foundation Phase girls are the paired reading mornings hosted 

in our school library for each class during the year. The Grade 0’s were lucky enough to be the first in line to 

have their sessions these past two weeks. Dr Zanele Tlaka, a paediatrician, an author, and one of our 

talented mums, came in to share her love of reading with parents.  Her research has shown how reading 

aloud to your child, encourages learning and a lifelong love of reading. And that it is important that both 

parents read aloud – don’t just leave it to one parent. She gave suggestions for making reading fun: acting 

out, having a reading picnic – if not outside, then under the diningroom table covered by a sheet as a tent. 

Our girls then cozied up with Mom or Dad and read some of the wonderful offerings that our Library has to 

offer. And books were on sale for parents to choose from to expand their libraries at home. The girls’ 

reluctance to return to class when the session was concluded is a good indicator of how much they loved 

the connection time with their parents.  

 

Grade 0s and Grade 3s celebrated Read Aloud Day   

Our oldest sisters in the Foundation Phase set aside time this week to read to their youngest sisters in the 

Foundation Phase. A special opportunity to find a quiet place in the school garden and to get lost in the 

pages of a good book. Thank you to the Grade 3s for sharing their growing confidence in reading aloud and 

inspiring their Grade 0 sisters to love reading too.  

 

Mathematics in the Foundation Phase 

Thank you to Mrs Molver and our team of passionate teachers in the Foundation Phase for presenting an 

engaging and informative talk on the teaching of Mathematics in this phase. The strong message shared by 

each teacher who presented was that we need to teach for understanding and that even though it might 

feel like the long way round at this stage, it will ensure confidence and success in Mathematics as the girls 

progress through school. It was wonderful to have so many parents present on the night. Thank you for 

investing in your daughter and choosing to be at the workshop.    

 

WHPS Centenary  

Congratulations to our brother school, Waterkloof House Preparatory School, on their celebration of 100 

years in education. Our Grade 7 PR Ambassadors represented the Junior School on Thursday and joined 

their brothers on their Centenary Walk from WHPS to the site in Brooklyn where the school was founded 

100 years ago. We wish WHPS another successful and fulfilling 100 years in education.   

 

Kind regards      

Alison Jennings  
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Visiting Student Teachers at St Mary’s DSG Junior School  
We are fortunate to have a group of future teachers at St Mary’s DSG. They are currently completing their teaching 

practicals at our school. We wish them lots of success on their teaching journey and know that they will be an asset to 

the teaching profession.  

Mirriam Margolis  

BEd Foundation Phase 

4th Year  

Ms Justine Nagy 

Jodell Tantij 

BEd Foundation Phase 

4th Year  

Mrs Louise Underhay 

Kamogelo Masango  

BEd Foundation Phase 

3rd Year  

Mrs Kirsty Chamberlain 

Chad Fortmann  

BEd Intermediate Phase 

3rd Year  

Mr Neo Mothiba 

Sumishka Packery  

BEd Intermediate Phase 

3rd Year  

Mrs Kristy Stocken  

Claudia Teixeira  

BEd Senior Phase and FET 

3rd Year  

Mrs Janenne van der Merwe 

Marié Pienaar  

BEd Foundation Phase 

3rd Year  

Mrs Megan Kennedy 

Lesego Letsoalo  

BEd Foundation Phase 

3rd Year  

Ms Mali Mkhize 

Toot/Flute                     
Instrumental Lessons 

 

The Grade 3 instrumental class music lessons 
are in full swing. The girls are learning to play 
the violin, the flute and the clarinet in small 
groups which will rotate every four weeks. At 
the end of the term each girl will have been 
exposed to all three instruments which we 
hope she might be inspired to take further in 
private music lessons. It was such a joy visiting 
the three classes this week and hearing the 
girls play they first tunes on their respective 
instruments after just one or two lessons. 
Thank you to Mrs Cecelia Kriegler (violin),  Mr 
Pierre Tolsma (flute) and Ms So Jung La 
(clarinet) for inspiring our girls through this 
programme.     
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Notices and Reminders  

Grade 5  iPad Programme  

(All Grade 5 students ) 

The iPad programme will commence on Friday,                 

3 March 2023. 

In order to start with the iPad programme on 3 March 

2023, the last iPad orders and payments will be 

accepted no later than Wednesday, 15 February 2023  

If you already have an iPad, that was not bought 

through the school, please ensure that the iPad is 

handed in at the IT Department by latest Wednesday, 

15 February, so the device can be added to the School 

Management Software. Please forward the proof of 

payment of R1100-00 for this service, which includes 

the 3-year Jamf license as well as the annual iPad 

Application Levy to cover the cost of additional 

applications such as Book Creator and Explain 

Everything. All current applications and data on the 

device will be wiped so that the device can be set up to 

work as a learning tool.  

Kindly click on the link below to RSVP by the 3rd of February    

PA Cocktail Party RSVP 

Only 6 x iPad 9’s available ! 

School Shop  
Please take note of the new email address for the School shop: 

schoolshop@stmarys.pta.school.za   
 
 

School Shop Hours 
Monday - Friday    07:00 - 08:00    13:00 - 15:00 

 

Grade 6  iPad Programme and Jamf 
 

 

In order to promote responsible usage of the iPads, a decision 

has been made to block the girls’ access to their iPads using 

Jamf, during breaks (10-10:30 and 12:30-1:00) and the super-

vised prep time from 2-3 on a Monday and Wednesday. Should 

a girl need to make use of her iPad during prep, she may ask the 

teacher on duty who will allow her access to the apps she re-

quires. Should your daughter not be at school during these 

times and require access to her iPad, you will be able to unblock 

her using the Jamf Parent app. 

Important notice 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXkOFpk3SELT2kq3ewDUDap9LtMSRgYwLqxhUOUlYWTVUMFAzODhUOFdRWFFYSVRYNEZHNy4u
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General Information 
Cell phones and Smart Watches  

 
Cell phones: No cell phones are allowed in the Junior School. Cell phones 

will be handed in for safe keeping for a period of one week if seen 

during the academic day. 

 

Smart Watches: These watches are discouraged in the Junior School. Girls seen using 

their watches to message during the school day or to play games will have to hand 

their watches in for safe keeping for a period of one week. 

2023 SCHOOL TERM CALENDAR 

TERM 1  

Start  Wed 11 Jan Half  
Term   

Close 
Wed 22 Feb   (FP -11:00) 

                        (IP - 11:30) 

Close Wed 5 April Return Tues 28 Feb  

Public Holidays   
Monday 20 March (School holiday)   
Tuesday 21 March (Human Rights Day)  

TERM 2 

Start  Wed 3 May Half  
Term    

Close Fri 23 June (12:00) 

Close Fri 4 Aug Return Mon  3 July  

Public Holidays    Friday 16 June (Youth Day) 

TERM 3  

Start  Tues 5 Sept Half  
Term     

Close Thurs 26 Oct(12:00) 

Close Tues 5 Dec Return Tues 31 Oct 

Public Holidays  
Monday 25 September  (Holiday for                  
Heritage Day on Sunday, 24 September) 

TERM 1 

2024  

Start  Wed 17 Jan 
Half  

Term    
Close Thurs  22 Feb 

Close Thurs 11 April  Return Tues 27 Feb  

Public Holidays   
Thursday 21 March (Human Rights Day) 
Friday 22 March (School Holiday)  
Easter Weekend (29 March - 1 April)  

Cooked Lunch  

6 Feb  -  10 Feb (Week 4) 

Lunch Menu 2023 
 

Lunch Registration Link 

Grade 4-7                                                   
Formal Assessment Schedule                                              

Term 1 2023 

Assessment Schedule T1 

 

Junior School Channels of 

Communication 

 

Academic and Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form (Gr 6&7) Teacher 
 

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Head of Intersen Phase:  Mrs H Joseph  

hjoseph@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  - 012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543  

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding:  Mrs L Jiyane  

ljiyane@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Mrs L Ndwambi 

boarding@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Sanatorium 

Sr M Madihlaba  

mmadihlaba@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Sr L Midzi  

lmidzi@stmarys.pta.school.za  

 

Accounts 

Mrs E Pretorius 

Car Access Discs 

 Car Access Disc Registration 

Please note that from Wednesday, 1 February, only 2023 car access discs will be 
accepted at the entrance gates.   

https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/372_resource_63c2876603428669293100.pdf?1674830884
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXkOFpk3SELT2kjPJhlCXZdtLr-xJZMEmBGhUNFBYUFk4UkNLQ0JaRFdDTUtOSEVTWDdCQiQlQCN0PWcu
https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/372_resource_63c50e430b460053774413.pdf?1674736190
mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXkOFpk3SELT2kjRnzUcqSyNKtnJ_tSkkbY1UOTM4NFMwMTRPSjg0NDJYVDFKTlNBUUpMRS4u
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Sat 
4 Feb 

08:00 - 12:00 Tennis Camp @ DSG CANCELLED  

Sun 
5 Feb 

  

Mon 
6 Feb  

 

14:30 - 16:30 

Value of the Week: Generosity of Spirit 

Tennis league matches (A team @ Laerskool Voorpos, B team @ DSG) 

Tues 
7 Feb  

14:00 - 18:00 

18:00 - 19:00 

18:00 - 19:00 

GN Tennis Championships @ Groenkloof Tennis courts (Parents enter players)  

IP (Gr 4-7) Parent Talk - From Fledgling to Flying - by the Centre for GROWTH (Online) 

Alumnae Committee meeting  

Wed 
8 Feb  

07:30 - 08:00 

10:30 - 12:00 

14:00 - 18:00 

18:00 - 19:00 

Assembly - International Day of Women and Girls in Science  

Grade 4 Inning - Reptile Show 

GN Tennis Championships @ Groenkloof Tennis courts (Parents enter players)  

Grade 2 Dads and Daughters Camp meeting in the Auditorium 

Thurs 
9 Feb 

07:30 - 08:30 
14:00 - 15:30 

14:00 - 18:00 

18:00 - 21:00 

Mothers Who Care (Prayer group) in the Boardroom  

Kids Lit Quiz Competition at Christ Church Preparatory School Midrand 

GN Tennis Championships @ Groenkloof Tennis courts (Parents enter players)  

PA Cocktail Party for all parents and staff  

Fri 
10 Feb 

13:30 - 16:00 

14:30 - 18:00 

14:00 - 18:00 

Friendly gala (A & B @ DSG), C @ Curro Thatchfield 

Squash Festival at DSG  (Grade 4-7 Group 1) 

GN Tennis Championships @ Groenkloof Tennis courts (Parents enter players)  

Sat 
11 Feb 

  

Sun 
12 Feb  

  

Mon 
13 Feb 

 

14:30 - 16:30 

18:00 - 19:00 

Value of the week: Respect  

Tennis league matches (A & B teams @ DSG) 

Grade 4 Parent Talk: Emotional Well-being in Grade 4 (Online)  

Tues 
14 Feb 

 

 

08:30 - 09:30 

Grade 6 & 7 Inspire-a-Friend Day with WHPS  

Valentine’s  Day (Civvies) 

Grade 0 Inning - FAMSA 

Wed 
15 Feb 

17:00 - 19:30 Night Gala at St Stithians (A-team)  

Thurs 
16 Feb 

07:30 - 08:30 Mother Who Care (Prayer group) in the Boardroom 

Fri 
17 Feb  

TBC 

 

14:00 - 16:30 

17:00 - 19:00 

Squash NJSA Round Robin (Grade 4-7 Group 1&2                                                                         
@ Pretoria Country Club  

Swimming Gala (A & B @ DSG; C @ WHPS)  

Grade 4, 5 & 6 Family Picnic 

Sat 
18 Feb  

TBC 

 

08:00 - 11:00 

Squash NJSA Round Robin (Grade 4-7 Group 1&2  

@ Pretoria Country Club  

Volleyball Tournament @ St Mary’s DSG  

Sun  
19 Feb  

TBC  
Squash NJSA Round Robin (Grade 4-7 Group 1&2  

@ Pretoria Country Club  

Junior School Calendar  
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Reading with Children 
It is a great privilege to be able to influence the life course of an individual. As parents and teachers, that is 

precisely the position of influence that we have been granted in the lives of our children. One of the greatest 

tools that we should arm them with is the ability to read, but perhaps more importantly, a love for reading.  

 

Reading has benefits for children neurologically, educationally, and psychologically. Neurologically, as they learn 

to read, they form important neuronal connections that form a reading network in certain regions of the brain. 

This reading network develops mainly in the first two years of primary school. It, therefore, is crucial that we 

ensure a solid reading foundation in these early years. Additionally, teaching a child to be a confident and avid 

reader has great benefits for her education. It contributes significantly towards a successful academic journey. 

And finally, the psychological benefit of reading is that it helps them grow in self-confidence, as well as 

empowering them to engage their environment more meaningfully. 

 

While encouraging parents to read with their children, it is just as important to emphasise that a child’s reading 

experience requires both parents. An article in the June 2019 issue of Psychology Today describes the respective 

roles played by a child’s mother and father. While a mother is said to teach the child the reading behaviour and 

tends to focus more narrowly on the content of a story, the father is said to play an important role in encouraging 

better language development which contributes towards reading comprehension. Fathers generally have a more 

wide ranging conversation with the child and asks more abstract questions which challenge the child’s 

imagination.  

 

How then do we as parents go about this process of encouraging them to read? Firstly, we need to develop a 

reading routine. That often translates to a set bedtime story time. Another part of the family routine may be 

weekly or fortnightly visits to the community library. These libraries have designated sitting areas for children and 

the child can have her own library card. She can begin taking ownership of her reading journey by borrowing 

books on her own card. Secondly, it helps to choose a specific setting, whether it is a specific room or specific 

chair. The aim is to enhance the reading experience with a comfortable and memorable setting. The idea of a 

setting also lends itself to creativity such as reading together in a makeshift tent or in a tree-house on a chosen 

day. The third aspect is building a home library with fiction and non-fiction books that are age appropriate and 

have many illustrations. This encourages a culture of reading, and the child will enjoy the opportunity to select a 

book. The next aspect is very important and that is dramatisation. Use voice variation, hand gestures and other 

physical movements to make the reading fun. Additionally, 

acting out the story together is often thoroughly enjoyed. 

Lastly, as you read, engage the content with them by 

asking questions (..what do you think will happen next?… 

Do you think that is a good idea?…), expand on the 

principle being taught, and allow them to look at and 

comment on the pictures. 

 

Let us be encouraged to make the reading experience fun. 

There are also many group opportunities that are available 

such a reading picnics and meet-the-author events hosted 

by organisations such as Ethnikids. Let us get them to 

read, read, and read some more and watch how their 

powerful minds will grow! 
 

(Talk by Dr Tlaka to Grade 0 parents this week) 

Nondumiso - 076 792 9142 

(Mom of Kwande in Grade 2                                             

and Sakhiwe in Grade 1) 
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Sport News  

Indoor Hockey World Cup - South Africa 

2023 

We are super proud to be involved in this inaugural 
event. Practice sessions and warm up games will be 
held in our Diocesan Hall from 30 January to 4 
February. Games to be played at Heartfelt Arena. Buy 
your tickets from iTickets.co.za . 

Our girls grabbed the opportunity to meet and greet 
some of the players of the Australian Indoor Hockey 
World Cup team.  

Squash  

The Grade 2 and 3 girls enjoyed a fun filled morning learning 

the fundamental skills of squash which included a variety of 

games enhancing hand-eye coordination, focus and 

confidence. Thank you to Liz Mackenzie and the Tuks coaches 

who ensured a successful morning on the DSG squash courts.   


